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ISSUE 9 (2019) 

TITLE: PISA AS SUPRANATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT: LIGHTS 
AND SHADES IN EQUITY. 

This special issue (Monograph) of Journal of Supranational Policies of Education (JoSPoE) 
will focus on data and results of PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) in 
any of its editions, since its first cycle in 2000, not only from an international perspective, 
but also from a variety of themes and national and regional analyses. 
 
Since its inception, the number of countries taking part in PISA has increased and it is 
currently one of the main references for policy makers and education assessments in many 
countries. On the one hand, it has been extensively criticized because of its aim of elaborating 
rankings or league tables, allegedly seeking a “universal assessment” not taking into account 
socio cultural differences all over the world. Moreover, different sectors of the education 
community have interpreted international rankings as an unfair way of gaining impact and 
coverage on media and social networks.   
On the other hand, the number of research studies and publications based on PISA data is 
huge, but the continuous enlargement of PISA focus makes these databases worthwhile of 
further exploitation and analysis. The assessment of core competences such as reading, 
mathematics and science through cognitive tests has been updated with the incorporation of 
new competences that are considered relevant for 21st century citizens, although not all key 
competences have been paid (or not at all) the same attention in the survey. Student and 
school background questionnaires have been enriched by new perceptions from parents and 
-more recently- from teachers, and also with different aspects of students’ school and 
personal life. 
 
Furthermore, in this special issue we would like to call into attention the fact that most of 
the research done with PISA data has used psychometrics or statistical methods, and this 
forum will be a good opportunity to receive and disseminate empirical qualitative 
approaches, an area of analysis that is deeply needed in the field of educational assessment, 
notwithstanding the importance of quantitative studies.  
 
Our main research question is to what extent public education is (and can still be) a definite 
guarantee of equal opportunities for all. 
 
Aspects of interest: we particularly welcome studies that analyze aspects grounded on PISA 
data facing the challenges of equality and equity in education, issues that are the touchstone 
of any public education system in the world. Main areas of interest would be: 

• Resilience, interculturality, inclusive action and excellence as a guarantee for equity 
in education. 

• Innovative competences in PISA, such as the assessment of problem solving, 
collaborative learning or global competence (and other possible areas). 

• Individual, school and social well-being of students and its connection with academic 
performance and professional and life expectations. 

• Personal indexes of self-concept, autonomy, self-efficacy, anxiety, motivation, etc., 
their possible relationship with students’ socio-economic and cultural background 
and their impact on students’ learning strategies and academic results. 
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Languages: English, Spanish, Portuguese (other possible languages could be accepted on 
agreement). 
 
Manuscript submission: manuscripts will be electronically sent through JoSPoE web site 
and must follow the author guidelines accordingly: 
https://revistas.uam.es/index.php/jospoe/about/submissions#authorGuidelines 
 
Contributions that have already be sent to any other journal will not be admitted. 
 
Deadline for manuscript submission:  31st May 2019 
 
 


