LIBROS Librosdelacorte.es
EORTE Monogréfico 2, afio 7 (2015)

ISSN 1989-6425

SERVICE TO THE KING AND LOYALTY TO THE DUKE: .
THE CASTRO FAMILY IN THE FACTION OF THE DUKE OF LERMA
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ABSTRACT

The Castro family, Counts of Lemos since the Middle Ages, reached the
zenith of its power and prestige during the reign of Philip Ill. The political link
generated by the marriage between the sixth Count of Lemos and one of the Duke of
Lerma’s sisters allowed the sons of the couple to play a leading role within the
faction led by the favourite of the King. The article aims to compare the work of the
seventh and the eighth Count of Lemos, especially during their viceregal mandates
in the Italian lands, highlighting the way in which they were able to contribute to the
faction’s objectives and strategies. This comparison will show how, in the factions of
early modern Europe, characters of very different abilities and ambitions could act
together, being used each and every time according to their own skills and the needs
of their families and allies.

KEYWORDS: Duke of Lerma, Favouritism, Counts of Lemos, Faction, Spanish Italy

SERVICIO AL REY Y LEALTAD AL DUQUE: LA FAMILIA CASTRO EN LA
FACCION DEL DUQUE DE LERMA

RESUMEN

Los Castro, condes de Lemos desde la Edad Media, tuvieron su época de
mayor poder y prestigio durante el reinado de Felipe Ill. El vinculo politico generado
por el matrimonio entre el VI conde de Lemos y una de las hermanas del duque de
Lerma permitié que los hijos de la pareja jugaran un papel importante dentro de la
faccion liderada por el favorito del rey. El articulo tiene como objetivo comparar el
trabajo del VII y del VIl conde de Lemos, especialmente durante sus mandatos
virreinales en tierras italianas, poniendo de relieve de qué manera fueron capaces
de contribuir a los objetivos y estrategias de la faccion. Esta comparacion mostrara

" Abbreviations: ADA (Archivo Duques de Alba, Madrid); BNE (Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia,
Madrid). |1 would like to thank Nicoletta Bazzano and her suggestions during our discussions about
Francisco de Castro and his political career.
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cdmo, en las facciones de la Europa moderna, personajes de muy diferentes
capacidades y ambiciones podian actuar juntos, siendo utilizados cada vez de
acuerdo con sus propias habilidades y con las necesidades de sus familias y sus
aliados.
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